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The New Year is a time, for some, of making 
resolutions. What better than to make one about 
gardening. Already this early in the year there 
are signs of the forthcoming spring. Bulb shoots 
are breaking through the cold ground. 
 
 For ATAGA we would like work towards 
improving the appearance of our allotment site. 
This is about ensuring that our commitment to 
controlling weeds, particularly those that spread.  
 
For many of us job holders it may be just about 
keeping on top of things. The type of soil we 
have is very light. The good side it is relatively 
easy to weed. On the down side annual weeds 
sprout and grow away very quickly.  
 
We have all experienced clearing the ground to 
see it covered within days with weed seedlings. 
In a couple of weeks it seems to be back to 
square one. This can be disheartening especially 
for those new to allotment gardening. 
 
The advice given for this problem is to hoe. 
Perhaps the best tool on our site is the hoe.  Hoe 
the weed seedlings whilst they are small will save 
a lot of forking out later on.  
 
My plot is nowhere near the best when it comes 
to weeding, so following on from Christmas, my 
New Year’s resolution is three words. 

Hoe Hoe Hoe 
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Is this a weed? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page 

Happy New Year 
Plot Holders 

This newsletter is a new venture for 
ATAGA. It is about communicating with 
each other, offering information, help 
and advice. 
This first issue is a pilot. Please 
contact any of the committee with 
ideas and advice to develop it.  
Contact atagasec@gmail.com 
 

Jan 12 Sunrise  08.06 Sunset 16.13 
Jan 31 Sunrise 07.44 Sunset 16.46 
Jan 20 New Moon 
Feb 03 Full Moon 
 

Tip 
 Feed  fruit. Use sulphate of potash 
Growmore, or dry chicken manure 
pellets. Then mulch to conserve 
moisture 
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Weed of the Season 
Chickweed - Stellaria media 

 
 

Chickweed is an annual weed that grows in many 
locations on plots. This delicate looking plant is very 
hardy.  Any warm spell in winter and it will grow. It 
has small white star-shaped flowers giving it its Latin 
name. The flowers are produced at the top of the 
stem. The leaves are oval with pointed tips. Hoeing 
the seedlings as soon as they appear keeps this 
weed under control. 

Researching this weed led to surprising information. 
It is reported to be edible by many sources. ATAGA 
cannot advise on this. Plot holders need to research 
this aspect before making any decision about eating 
it.   Is it a weed? You decide! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Potato & Onion Order 2015 
 
All potatoes are 3.20 per 2 kg pack. There is a discount if as a group we order 
more than 10 packs of any one variety.   
 
Potato - First earlies    Rocket  
      Pentland Javelin 
      Maris Bard 
        
Potato - Second earlies   Kestrel 
      Charlotte 
      British Queen 
       
Potato - Main crop    Desiree  
      Pentland Dell 
      King Edward 
 
There is a discount for onions if as a group we order more than 25 kg of any one 
variety.   
     
Onion sets    Sturon   1.85 per 500g 
 
Onion sets    Red Barron  2.15 per 500g 
    
Shallots    Yellow Moon  2.15 per 500g   
    
Please check your e-mail. You can order by replying to tedholley@aol.com 
 
Or via telephone by calling Ted on 01789 550957  
 
Please order by Monday January 19th. Orders will be processed and made available 
during the last week in January. 

 

 

Ted Holley  
Secretary 

 
BBC  RADIO 4 

Gardeners’ Question 
Time 

in Stratford upon Avon 
 
Hosted by Wellesbourne Village 
 
Monday 23rd February 2015 
 
Doors open    17.30 
Recording starts  18.30 
 
Stratford Arts House  
14 Rother Street  
Stratford upon Avon 
CV37 6LU  
 
Tickets £4.50 
 


