
 

 

 

ATAGA  (Alveston & Tiddington Allotment & Gardens Association) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

It’s all going mad at the moment.  All life is going mad to make the most of the 
daylight time, which with dusk and dawn twilights is about 19 hours in this latitude. All plants 
are growing as fast as possible to flower, fruit and set seed. The speediest are the annual 
plants which have one go at life and are genetically set to make the most of the daylight.  
 
Most of our cropping plants are annuals. We plant them and expect them to provide produce 
in a year. However, the most prolific annuals we have on the allotment are our weeds. 
Delightfully, for them, we provide patches of nutrient enriched bare ground for them to get 
away and outgrow our crops. If left they will out-compete our vegetables for light, food and 
water and thereby diminish the productivity of our plots. 
 
The long days are a spur for animal life to go mad too.  Our allotment provides and wonderful 
banquet for many. Insects of all sorts, mice, partridge, pheasant, wood pigeon, rabbits and 
muntjac deer (top picture) see our rows of weed free veg as an invitation to dine out on the 
most succulent choice morsels without having to forage for it. A bit of a balance is struck by 
predators - thank goodness the robin in the potting shed has already fledged two broods this 
season - eight more hungry insect eaters out there.  
 
The exception to the extended day is the allotmenteer! Have you tried to keep the same 
daylight hours of the competition? The weekly chores are the same. The need for x amount of 
sleep remains the same.  On top of that urgencies can suddenly take over: a sick relative, a 
crisis to deal with at work, a debilitating injury will prevent attendance to the plot. But the 
competition keeps going. 
 
Get on sight early and you will the flocks of browsing bird life take-off (see email post). The 
dusk brings on all sorts of rustling in the undergrowth; you can almost hear the chomping. 
So people are outcompeted by everything else for our produce and since civilisation began we 
have had to come up with methods to keep ahead of the competition. 
  
One method we agree to use on our site is the control of noxious weeds particular those that 
spread airborne seeds. Guess what folks?  It’s Sow Thistle time (picture 2). In that yummy 
bare patch of soil a rosette of leaves appears, up comes the plant, it flowers and off blow 
the dandelion-like seeds. They are not choosy - your ground or your neighbours makes no 
odds to them. Other midsummer weeds are Fat Hen (picture 3) and Shepherd’s Purse 
(Picture 4). Once they have shed hundreds of seeds their job is done, and ours will begin next 
year when they sprout. In the case of Shepherd’s Purse the seeds can last in the soil for up 
to 30 years. Good grief - where’s the hoe? 
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National Trust Hidcote Manor Gardens Visit 
 

Our trip to Hidcote went really well. We had a great 
informative tour of the extensive allotment with Sarah 
Malleson. She shared about how over the past five 
years she has been reinstating the allotment garden in 
keeping with Laurence Johnston the founder of 
Hidcote. Sarah emphasised that care for the condition 
of the soil is paramount. She told us about the micro-
life in the soil that needs to be preserved by not 
compressing the earth. 
 

A useful plant to  
grow is a Comfrey 
Boking 14. It can be  
used as a liquid  
fertiliser in a 1 to 4  
dilution. Or the leaves 
can be used to line the bottom of trenches for veg like 
runner beans. (Is there any interest in getting some 
seeds?) 
 

We admired the herb hedges that Sarah is developing 
to edge her allotment borders. We were treated to 
seed sowing session of treats like French Sorrel, Winter 
Savoury and Salad Burnett.  Many herb hedges are 
underway. Sarah has promised to come along and visit 
us. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
After refreshments we had the delight of wandering 
 around the garden at leisure in the evening sun.  
Wonderful! 
 

Thanks to all the  
allotmenteers who got  
our first event up and away. 
 
Any ideas for events that you  
would like to support and  
attend are welcome. 

 
A big thanks to Hidcote who ran the event at special 
rate for ATAGA. Take time to visit over the season - it’s 
fabulous.  

New Members 
Nick and Katie Chester   

 C10 and C11 
Mariola Furdal and Martin 

D03S 
Craig Almond   

D03N 
David Fletcher and Valarie Dawson   

B06N 
 

Past editions of Sprout newsletter are 
on the website 
 
 

 

 

 

Nigel witnesses the wild life grazing 
 
I tend to visit early morning between 
6-8am. The wildlife at this time is 
amazing but 2 plots around mine, 
where peas are growing, seem 
attractive to wood pigeon invasion 
around that time and I would image as 
a consequence failure of a crop. Just 
thought it might be worth advising 
plot holders to cover their pea crop on 
top as well as trying to make it mice 
proof from outside netting. 
  
I may be a little 
 naïve about this  
subject but I  
have witnessed  
2 adjacent plots  
being subject to raiding by pigeons. 
Rabbits are also in evidence but in 
smaller numbers but a cat was on my 
plot yesterday morning enjoying the 
mice! 
 

Thanks to a third of members who 
replied to the survey enquiring 
about the newsletter. You said it is a 
useful and helpful form of 
communication.  It would be good to 
get contributions to Sprout from 
members - like gardening tips, short 
articles, photos and other 
information. 
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ATAGA Community 
Focus  

 
9 Thank you for the donations 

of tools for the NHS team. 
 
9 In April Jewson’s waived the 

fee for the digger by asking us 
to make a donation to 
Shakespeare’s Hospice. We 
enquired about donating 
produce; however, due to 
them having contracts for 
food it is better for them to 
have the money. We will be 
donating £100 to the Hospice. 
A big thanks to Jewson’s for 
the opportunity to make this 
a community effort 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were able to move a shed onto 
the plot for their use. Can you help 
our new allotmenteers by providing 
unwanted tools and any surplus 
seeds? Please give your donations to 
any committee member. 
 

Thank you for the efforts of those who responded to 
the following notice emailed early last month.  
 
“This is the time of year that I ask that you check to 
see that you are cutting down or strimming any seeding 
weeds such as dandelions, grasses and such.  Please 
remember that this should include all your pathways, 
frontages and parking areas. We appreciate that there 
is a lot to do now but these things can affect your 
neighbours, and if removed the whole site looks so much 
better.  If you can spare a few extra minutes and there 
is an adjacent area which is general use and you can tidy 
that we would be very grateful as we don't have a 
groundsman and rely on volunteers when they have time. 
 
We notice that one or two plots appear to be 
uncultivated at the moment. Should yours be one, and it 
is only a temporary situation, please let us know.  If 
necessary we may be able to arrange some help. 
 
If you no longer want your plot, or would like to reduce 
the size, we would ask that you don't wait until the bills 
come out in September, but let us know as soon as 
possible. That way plots can be re-let so that they are 
kept tidy and the new tenants can make a start on 
preparing and planning for next year.’ 
 
Otherwise, we hope that things are going well for you 
and that you are starting to see the fruits of your 
labour appearing. 
 
Thanks for your help.” 
 

The results have been good. Many have been out 
strimming and cutting and clearing. Some plot-
holders have been in touch with the committee to 
let us know of problems and plans. Some plots have 
been vacated and already new people allocated to 
get going. There has been no response in a few 
areas. Again please let us know your intentions and 
if any assistance is required. For example, one plot-
holder does not have the tools for heavy clearing - 
perhaps we can all keep an eye out for those that 
need a bit of help.  
 
 

Water 
Our site is very thirsty due to the 
soil being very sandy. This 
season has been very dry so far. 
 

A few years ago we had 
discussions about the this 
shared resource. We discussed 
striking a balance between those 
who use water buts, watering 
cans, hoses and sprinklers as 
well as those with greenhouses 
and tunnel houses. The 
association decided that the fair 
balance was to use watering 
cans and hand held hoses only. 
Sprinklers and other watering 
devices were agreed not to be 
used on the site. How best to 
water our sandy soil is being 
researched for a future edition 
of Sprout. 
 
 


