
Sprout       NEWSLETTER  

AGM: Sunday 27th October  
At the new venue of the YHA we held our AGM and it was good to see those attending.   
The committee went through the actions completed during the year and said farewell to some 
long term tenants who are no longer on site.  We also say farewell and thankyou to Nadine in 
the roll of secretary and welcome Jeremy into this role.   
Details of the planning developments, financial information were discussed as well as shop 
sales and equipment usage.  This year will be the final year of a five year fixed rental with the 
diocese and the last year of the rent cycle is 2020/21.   
Rents, water and membership fees were agreed to be kept at the current rates.  The problem 
of rodents was discussed but are almost impossible to eradicate.   
Please work with your neighbours to keep all fences and gates secure.   
The untidy and miss used parking spaces on site was discussed and a motion was carried 
asking all members to ensure that the parking areas in front of their plots are kept in a clean 
and tidy state.   
The Chairman's cup was presented to Andy and Chris on plot A03 and A04 for their joyful and 
productive plots giving a hearty welcome on entering the site.  

Working Parties 15th October and 12th November:   
Thank you to all Association Members who attended 

the Working Party, more details will be given in the 

next edition of Sprout.  

The day started at 10:00 for H&S reasons with the 

felling of some of the small trees before the majority of 

the Working Party arrived as planned. The work 

wound down by about 15:00 with the bonfire smoul-

dering nicely.   A good turnout of around 10 people 

during the day which enabled about two meters of ivy 

and brambles to be cut back, new posts (poles) to be put in 

and barbed wire put in to stop intruders.  Also at the corner of 

rows B and C was brought back to allow car access between 

the two rows. 

On the 12th November several members of the committee 

combined forces with local residents and planted 1000 bulbs 

on the grass verges outside the allotments. 
Shakespeare and Hathaway filming:   
Many of you may have seen the film crews preparing and 

filming the BBC detective series Shakespeare and Hathaway 

during November.   

We were approached by the BBC who wished to film an epi-

sode of the series around the site.   

There was a little bit of disruption at time but they were very 

generous in making a donation to the site funds.   

Unfortunately we are not allowed to share the filming pictures 

with you but the episode will be aired in mid February.  
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New members welcome:  
A06N Morgan & Susan 

Winter is on it’s way: As reported at the AGM, with 

the exception of the site rent, water is our highest single 

expenditure at between £700 to £800 per year. The treas-

urer monitors the consumption monthly and also periodi-

cally checks for any system leaks during low use periods. 

If there were to be a leak the water wasted would have to 

be paid for by the membership as an adjustment in the an-

nual charge, so it is in everyone's interest to keep an eye 

on this valuable commodity. A committee member has re-

cently inspected taps and fittings to check for leaks. As a 

result some taps will be replaced in the coming weeks.  

Over the last few months there has been two incidents 

where the stand pipes have been bent over. On one occa-

sion, bending a 1” diameter steel pipe at ground level, ne-

cessitating a complete replacement of the pipework and 

support structure. As we approach the winter months, unprotected stand pipes are at risk of 

freezing, bursting the pipes and fittings and resulting in a leak on subsequent thawing.  

Please can we ask members to inspect their water points and together take precautions where 

necessary.   FREE INSULATION MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE FROM THE SHOP  

 Seed swap:  There will be a seed swap organised by Jon from B16 in the new year so 

keep a look out for that. 

Areas that need attention:  This is a list of areas that have been earmarked for future 

work parties.  However if you are unavailable for the work days and have some free time your-

self please feel free to start to tackle:   

Parking areas to be cleared by all allotment holders, 

Area to the right of the gate as you enter to be cut back through the brambles and samplings, 

Cement in the BBQ, Filling in potholes.  

Getting ready for Winter / Onion and Potato orders: 
Thinking about next years crop?  Time to get those seed magazines out over 

Christmas and start planning.  Don’t forget the shop which can supply many of 

your needs.   We will soon be sending out details of the site potato and onion 

order so watch you in-box. 

Committee roles:  Lettings Officer C12S Pete Godfrey  
Chair B05S Ted Holley Secretary B03S Jeremy Hobbs    Treasurer A07 Phil Taylor 
C12N David Blinkhorne C15S Lesley Kirk 

Contacts and Website: Please do visit our website at: 

https://alvestontiddingtonallotments.wordpress.com.  Feel free to contact me on any issues or 

if you wish to unsubscribe from all e-mail communications with ATAGA (including notifications 

of AGM and/or other important site relevant related issues): petegwen.godfrey1@gmail.com   
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